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Minutes of the Annual Management Liaison Committee (MLC) Meeting

held at The Ark, Cambourne on Tuesday 21 May 2002 at 7pm

Present: 

Members:
Ian Douglas
Developer

Roger Hume
Resident

Mike Jocelyn
Resident

Teresa Lucey
Resident

Ted Pateman
Bourn Parish Council

Daphne Spink
Chairman
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Mark Wilders
Resident

In attendance: County Councillor Lister Wilson, Mr Michael Monk, Principle Development Officer and Ms Jane Green, New Village/Special Projects Officer both from South Cambridgeshire District Council, County Councillor Lister Wilson, Gail Stoehr (Clerk) and nine members of the public 

Topic: Future Planning Through Structure Plans and Local Plans

Speaker: Mr Michael Monk

The Chairman welcomed Michael Monk to the meeting.

Mr Monk explained the three different plans which impact on the area and the time period they covered:

· Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia to 2016.

· County Council Structure Plan - the current plan covers the period to 2006. The new draft plan was on recently deposit and the consultation period has just ended ready for the new Structure Plan to come in force to supersede the adopted plan for the period to 2016.

· South Cambridgeshire District Local Plan. The first Local Plan (No.1) covered the period to 2001. The review Plan has recently concluded its deposit/consultation/public inquiry cycle and modifications will be the subject of consultation later this year; this then will be adopted as Local Plan No.2 at the end of the year. The Local Plan No.3 process has begun with the consultation on issues earlier this year. It will shadow the Structure Plan for the period up to 2016. (The first deposit of Plan No.3 is planned for Spring 2003)

Currently, he told the meeting, approximately 2,000 homes are built each year in the Cambridge Sub-Region but new Government guidance in the Regional Plan now means that this has to be increased to 2,800 per annum to meet the number of houses required by 2016. This increase is mainly because the Cambridge area is deemed important nationally and therefore there is a requirement is to accommodate both businesses in the region and also homes for the employees close to the jobs. The criteria for their location has been agreed as follows:

· On previously developed land within Cambridge

· At the edge of Cambridge by rolling back the green belt

· A New Settlement close to Cambridge (Longstanton/Oakington is the preferred location)

· In or around market towns (e.g. St Ives and Huntingdon) 

· At previously established new settlements (PENS)

To meet the target the adopted approach sets out general locations – for development locations for 'building blocks' of 1,000 houses or more concentrated in various locations e.g. the new settlement at Longstanton/Oakington which is proposed to be 6,000 homes (i.e. 6 'building blocks')

For the remaining homes the District Council would need to consider in Local Plan 3 appropriate scales of development, concentrating on the larger and more sustainable villages with a level of service provision which includes both commercial and other facilities; Sawston or similar is currently considered more suitable.

Michael Monk assured the meeting that the District Council was not minded to add additional development areas beyond the agreed Masterplan for Cambourne.

A rough summary of the questions from the members and the public included:

Q.
So Cambourne won't grow any larger than 3,300 homes?

A.
The District Council don't think it appropriate to include extra land at Cambourne. The perceived view is Cambourne won't be expanded. When Cambourne was first conceived assurance was given to neighbouring parishes (including Caxton, Elsworth and Bourn) that the green space between the settlement and the neighbouring villages would remain.

Q.
No increase in the density of Cambourne?

A.
South Cambridgeshire District Council hope to keep to their word. Cambourne had always been perceived as having a finite size. 

Concern was expressed at the meeting that there were fears that Cambourne would become a small town rather than the three villages identity promised.

Q.
Where is the new industry to be located?

A.
The current view is that there is substantial provision for new employment land in existing plans. A South Cambridgeshire District Council booklet titled ''Opportunities for Business Development in South Cambridgeshire' which lists all the already agreed sites e.g. the Science Parks. (A copy is to be sent to the MLC but it was noted that this publication is currently being updated)

Q.
How will the Council ensure that the Infrastructure e.g. roads and services are in place to take all the development?

A. 
The Government has been asked to provide the 'tools'. A 'roof tax' on developers has been considered to help provide a better transport system however if introduced this might lead to an increase in the cost of housing. The Councils are aware that the infrastructure is approximately 20 years behind the times and although there is a consensus at the Councils that the Government should assist the problem is getting the Government to commit funds.

Q.
Is the ban on national and international industrial development e.g. Honda still in force?

A.
Yes. Companies wishing to locate to Cambridgeshire are tested against strict criteria.

Q.
Will the land behind the Whippett Depot off the A14 at Galley Hill near St Ives be developed?

A.
That forms part of Huntingdon District and is their responsibility. It is understood that this land has planning permission. Land for development has been released around St Neots, Huntingdon and St Ives and although uptake has been good in the first two locations in St Ives it has been relatively slow.

There were no further questions and the Chairman thanked Michael Monk for attending.

1.
Elections

1.1
Chairman

On a proposition by Mike Jocelyn, seconded by Ted Pateman, Daphne Spink was re-elected Chairman.

1.2
Vice Chairman

The proposal by Ted Pateman that Ian Douglas be elected was not seconded.

On a proposition by Mike Jocelyn, seconded by Mark Wilders, Roger Hume was elected Vice-Chairman.

2.
Apologies

Received from Peter Jarman and Chris Lincoln.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting on 26 March 2002

The minutes were approved to be signed as a true record of the meeting with the following amendments:

(7.01) On a proposition by Ian Douglas, seconded by Roger Hume it was agreed that Chris Lincoln replace Mary Barnard as Community Centre Officer.

(9.01) To show that an area was requested for the disposing of garden waste

(13) To read just 'canopy' not 'Ark's canopy'.

On a proposition from the Chair it was agreed to bring item 11 forward to enable Jane Green to contribute to this item. Items 11.1 to 11.5 were taken together.

11.
Sports provision concerns including

11.1
At the lack of sports provision for a rapidly growing community

11.2
At the inadequacy of the developer's current proposals

11.3
That agreed trigger points may not be met

11.4
At SCDC's power to ensure that obligations are met

11.5
At the lack of community consultation

Serious concern was noted at: 

· The lack of sports provision for a rapidly growing community. For example 150 tennis club members have to share one court and the proposed hockey, rugby and football provision is outstanding. Also although seeding of the cricket area has been done the seeding of the general sports fields has not as yet begun.

· The introduction of proposals for an ice-rink which appears to blur what should be seen as two separate matters, i.e. the already agreed sports provision and quite separately an ice-rink.

· Suggestions to change the squash court provision by providing instead four tennis courts.

· The lack of market research and consultation with the residents e.g. over the squash courts changes.

In response Jane Green reported that: 

· Discussions had begun before Christmas with the developers with a view to some work starting in spring 2003. However this work had not as yet commenced.

· Trigger points for amenities had already been agreed and some were linked to the number of houses others to be provided during a phase, e.g. Sports Centre - 2000 houses; Multipurpose area - 1000 houses; Playing pitches - during Phase 3

· The District Council share the MLC's concern as to 'blurring the issues'. However a planning application for the ice-rink has not currently been received at the District Council and there are issues which will firstly need to be resolved e.g. transport and the location (not necessarily Cambourne as a sequential study needs to be undertaken to consider the ice-rink in the context of Cambridge, secondly the area and lastly Cambourne). 

· The ice-rink and other sports provision would continue to be seen as separate issues and would not cause any delay to the other sports provisions unless it was proved to bring benefit i.e. bring forward the timing of something else.

· The hotel facilities will be seen as enhancements to the agreed Cambourne provision not replacement.

· As to the recreation ground the District Council currently envisage one large recreation ground which will be laid out in the future by the parish council. 

· the Sports Centre proposals. Assurance was given that the MLC will be consulted formally.

As to the District Council's powers to ensure that planning obligations were met. Jane Green assured the meeting that the District Council could take legal action if deemed necessary however at the moment it was hoped that with tolerance matters would be sorted out and that route would not have to be taken.

Ian Douglas reported that he believed that the ice-rink developer intended to submit a planning application within 4 weeks.

The MLC requested copies of the 1998 phasing plan, the new draft phasing plan and copies of the updated master plan (one large for the MLC and a small version for each member) to be provided by the District Council.

          Action: JG at SCDC
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact David Chare for copies of documents sent previously to the MLC.





         Action: Clerk
4.
Matters arising

4.01
(5.07) CALC training. It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange an in-house training session for all resident members of the MLC to be held at the Ark at a mutually convenient date and time.





        Action: Clerk

4.02
(9.01) Recycling, an area for the disposing of garden waste. Once again the MLC asked that an area be provided. Ian Douglas stated that the developer would not be agreeable to provide a garden waste area. The Chairman's offer to speak with the District Council's Commercial Services to see if this matter could be resolved was gratefully accepted.










  Action: DS
4.1
(5.01) ntl and dishes. It was reported that ntl was still not fulfilling its commitment and discussions were taking place with a view to possibly modify the covenant where cable proves to be difficult. This would have to be considered with regard to legislation and planning regulations.

4.2
(4.2) Recycling (cardboard for Woodgreen sign). It was noted that the paper sign blew away. It was agreed that a permanent sign was required and the kind offers frrom Roger Hume to design the sign and Ian Douglas to provide the sign were gratefully accepted.












   Action: RH & ID

4.3
(5.05) Trailer park. It was noted that the planning application now is to be deferred until mid-June.

4.4
(10.02) Nursery parking. A letter had been sent and Mrs Wright had responded that an advice notice was in place on the Nursery door and that a request for more considerate parking would be sent out to all parents.

4.5
(11.01 & 11.02) White line road markings near Morrisions. It was noted that these were long overdue and Ian Douglas was urged to have the traffic lanes reinstated as a matter of priority on safety grounds. Ian Douglas reported that the white lining would be done by the end of the month.

4.6
(13.01) Canopy. It was noted that there were problems with health and safety issues of a temporary structure still to be resolved but that it was acknowledged that the canopy was owned by the community.

4.7
(15.01) Roofing. It was agreed that Ian Douglas should report to the next CRA meeting.

5.
Minutes procedure and inclusion of action points.
5.01
It was agreed that draft minutes would be circulated to all members for comment regarding their accuracy. Members with comment should contact the Clerk within 48 hours for the correction to be included. Where there is a disagreement between members it was agreed that the Chairman would have the final say before the minutes were released to the public in draft form. Proposals for corrections to the minutes may still be considered at the next meeting as usual.

5.02
It was agreed that action points will be included in future minutes.

6.
Development and sales update

It was noted that:-

· No. of homes occupied - 592 as of 21 May

· Shops - first phase outstanding planning issues still to be resolved. It was agreed that the Chairman would arrange a meeting with the developers and the planning department to move forward the issue.

· Hotel - Planning application submitted 28 March

· A428 - to commence 5 June.

· Sports facilities - presentation to residents on 10 April. Comments received from CRA on 29 April. Developers to meet with SCDC on 24 May.

· Joint Service Providers Building - application submitted December 2001 still waiting for planning consent because of a delay with the County Council Solicitor

· Morrisons Supermarket - still on schedule

· School - planning permission recently approved. Community School status is still under consideration. The MLC asked that Councillor Wilson did all he could to support the designated a 'Community School'.

7.
Planning

The Clerk sought clarification on the attachment of the responses to the applications. It was agreed that these should be sent to Roger Hume. 

8.
Community Centre

Ian Douglas reported that a scheme is being produced to take into account comments from Chris Lincoln.

9.
Allotments

It was reported that an amended scheme is currently being produced in consultation with Ted Pateman.

10.
Recycling

Taken earlier.

12.
Site safety in Lower Cambourne

Concern was expressed at the lack of fencing and that building areas were left open at the compound in High Street/Monkfield Lane. Photographic evidence had been given to the developer. It was agreed that Ian Douglas should deal with this matter.
  Action: ID
13.
Delays to the A428 dualling

Ian Douglas reported that this was on schedule the trigger point being 950 houses.

14.
SPLG (Service Providers Liaison Group) minutes and availability to MLC. The District Council has no objection to the public minutes being circulated to the MLC. The Clerk will arrange for this to happen.




         Action: Clerk
15.
Cycling Access to Bourn

It was noted that there had been problems with the access for cycles, which had to be lifted over fencing. Ian Douglas reported that the style is to be replaced with a series of posts that will allow access to cycles but not motor cycles.

16.
Bypass to Caxton - the inclusion of a footpath on the southern 'arm' of the bypass

It was agreed to carry this item forward until more information was to hand.

17.
Ecology - request visit to youth bus or young CRA by Ann Goodall

17.01
It was agreed to invite Rob Mungovan, the District Council's Ecology Officer to speak to the young CRA. The Clerk is to contact Rob Mungovan.

         Action: Clerk

17.02
John Cooper, the County Council's Parish Paths Liaison Officer had offered to meet with the MLC to discuss paths and access matter. It was agreed that the Clerk should invite him to attend a meeting when the agenda was light.

         Action: Clerk
18.
Any other business

18.01
Correspondence e.g. road name consultations or information thought by the Clerk to be of general interest to parish councils e.g. Electoral review, will be circulated to resident members.







         Action: Clerk
18.02
Postcodes. Confirmation is to be obtained from the Post Office that it recognises all three village names.






          Action: Clerk
18.03
It was agreed that future meeting would start at 7.15pm.

18.04
Streetlights. A resident complained that several streetlights were not working; one out since last September. It was noted that the street lights on the main spine road were the responsibility of the main consortium while the rest are the responsibility of the developers. It was agreed that the Clerk should report to the developer all faulty street lights notified to her and that an item regarding this should be placed in the Crier.












         Action: Clerk

18.05
Date of the next meeting. Tuesday 23 July at 7.15pm at the Ark.

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 9.22pm .
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