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Minutes of the Annual Management Liaison Committee (MLC) Meeting

held at The Ark, Cambourne on Tuesday 23 July 2002 at 7.15pm

Present: 

Members:
Ian Douglas
Group A Representative

Roger Hume
Resident

Peter Jarman
Group A Representative

Mike Jocelyn
Resident

Chris Lincoln
Resident

Teresa Lucey
Resident

Ted Pateman
Group B Representative

Daphne Spink
Chair
Group A Representative

Mark Wilders
Resident

In attendance: Gail Stoehr (Clerk), Councillor Mrs S Richmond (Chair to Bourn Parish Council); Councillor Keith Howard (Chairman to Caxton Parish Council) and eight members of the public 

1.
Apologies

Nil.

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting on 21 May 2002

The minutes were approved to be signed as a true record of the meeting.

3.
Matters arising

3.1
Bank account. A cheque book and a paying in book for the MLC's account with the Royal Bank of Scotland were passed to the Clerk for safekeeping. It was noted that the balance in the account is unknown and that another 11 of each were still with David Chare and that Ian Douglas would arrange for them to also be passed to the Clerk.
Action: ID

3.1.1
(3.9) Recycling credits accumulated from the green doorstep collections are outstanding but are to be paid in to the MLC's account on receipt.
Action: Clerk
4.
Development and sales update

It was noted that:-

· No. of homes occupied - 650 to date.

· Shops - Market Square still outstanding however it was reported that the Legal Officer at the District Council had expected an outcome by today.

· Hotel - Planning application submitted 28 March, planning consent expected shortly.

· Joint Service Providers Building - application submitted December 2001, planning consent expected shortly.

It was noted that on the Monthly Sales Reports the total equals the sum of reserved, contracted and occupied properties.

3 
Matters arising was returned to at this point

3.2
(4.1) ntl and dishes. Although it was reported that this matter is to be discussed at the Cambourne Residents Association (CRA) / Developers Liaison meeting it was agreed that the MLC need to formally be kept informed. Mr Douglas was asked to inform the Clerk of the latest position following the CRA meeting
Action: ID

3.3
(4.3) Trailer park. Although previously reported that the application would be submitted in June this was still outstanding. It was reported that discussions with the District Council were still taking place.

3.4
(5) Cycling access to Bourn. Although modifications had been introduced to prevent access to the path by motorcycles the design and placing of the posts was still unsatisfactory. Cyclists now going arround the sides of the posts are causing the path to become to eroded which may lead to slipping down the side. It was agreed that the Clerk would formally write to Mr Douglas with the information so that he could arrange for the design to be altered.
Action: Clerk & ID

3.5
(16) Path to southern bypass. The Clerk reported that Caxton Parish Council preferred to put its energy into gaining a footpath from Caxton to the northern bypass where a bus stop is to be located.

3.6
(18.02) Postcodes. A letter had been sent and Royal Mail responded that it would look into the matter. Carry forward to the next meeting.

3.7
(18.04) Although none had been reported to the Clerk it was noted that faulty streetlights continued to be a problem. It was agreed that residents should be encouraged to make all reports via the Clerk so that the MLC could inform the Project Office and monitor the outcome. Faulty lights in Chervil Way, Chaffinch Way, Chapman Way and at the Jeavons Way junction were noted and are to be reported. The CRA will forward their previous streetlight report to the clerk which will then be forwarded to the Project Office for the developers to take the appropriate action.
Action: Clerk
3.8
(4.02) Recycling green waste. Enquiries had been made and the District Council was unable to collect green waste without a charge. It was noted that any illegal dumping should be notified to the Clerk to report to Environmental Health. The District Council is currently running a free compost bin scheme.

5.
Developer questions

5.1
School road signs

Still outstanding. Carry forward to the next meeting.

5.2
Overgrown area not currently being maintained

It was noted that the areas referred to, near the wood adjacent to the verges, firstly were not as yet open to the public and secondly had been sown as wild flower areas which were currently establishing. It was agreed that Teresa Lucey should write an informative piece on this and the landscaping for the next edition of the Crier.
Action: TL
5.3
Replacement of dead trees.

In order that up to date information may be at hand at the meeting it was agreed that the Clerk should be given more detail ahead of the meeting so that members may be more fully informed and the developer have the response ready. 

It was noted that the trees removed in Broad Street whilst paving are to be replaced in the next planting season. 

A full list of any trees or bushes currently causing problems is to be passed to the Clerk who will both keep the list up to date and report them to the Project Office for attention. This can then be monitored at meetings.
Action: Clerk
5.4
Replacement of glass in High Street bus shelter

The glass is on order and should be replaced within three weeks.

5.5
Surfacing of pathway at the side of Monkfield Wood (Monkfield Lane to Jeavons)

The surfacing promised two meetings ago was still outstanding. It was noted that the Consortium was pushing for Bryant to attend to this without delay and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mr Douglas urging the Consortium to ensure that these works took place.
Action: Clerk
5.6
Surfacing of roadway Monkfield / High Street corner

It was reported that the County Council had been left at the request of the County Council who was monitoring the road for any subsidence. It was expected that if all was deemed satisfactory the work may take place in 3-4 months time.

5.7
Site security and safety

Concern was expressed that even though photographic evidence of development sites gates and fencing being left unsecured had been passed to Mr Douglas and Mr Chare at a previous CRA/Developers meeting this issue continued to be a problem. It was agreed that Roger Hume should pass Ian Douglas further and recent evidence so that he could take the matter up with the Site Directors at his meeting on Monday 29th July. The Clerk is to monitor.
Action RH, ID & Clerk

On a proposition by the Chair it was agreed to take item 10 here to allow Mr Douglas to be able to leave the meeting early.

10.
Sports provision

It was agreed that Mark Wilders should attend the meeting to be held at the District Council on Friday 2nd August as the MLC representative with a view to resolve the MLC's concern of the following and also that a supporting letter be written by the Clerk:

1 
The current lack of playing fields for a rapidly growing community

It was noted however residents are extremely disappointed that the facilities to support this growing community are at this time lacking. 

2 
The phasing for the playing fields

It was noted that although it had been agreed that the playing fields were to be phased throughout the construction period to date the Lower Cambourne cricket pitch is the only field constructed however it is unlikely that it will be available for public use until 2003 (4 years into the construction period).

Assurance is to be sought that the other playing fields will commence without delay and it was hoped that at the meeting a firm date for these works could be agreed. 

3 
The lack of a properly phased and co-ordinated plan for sports facilities in the public domain.

It was the MLC's understanding that no planning application had been submitted for the majority of the sports facilities including playing fields, multi-purpose pitches, sports centre, bowling greens, pavilions etc. Whilst understood that some of these facilities are to be phased it was agreed that it would be helpful to consider all sporting facilities as a whole rather than piecemeal, to ensure that they will produce a coherent whole.

4 
Health & Safety implication for adults and children having to play sports on the Great Cambourne Meadow and the EcoPark kick-about areas 

It was of serious concern to the MLC that the ground condition of the kick about areas were reported unsafe. It was alleged at the MLC meeting that there have been accidents on these areas and that the Great Cambourne meadow in particular is uneven and has wide cracks. It was agreed that a letter be sent to Ian Douglas asking that he takes immediate action to bring the ground up to an acceptable standard on the grounds of safety. The support of the District Council in assuring that this happens and without delay is to be also requested. 

Ian Douglas reported that the specification for the 45-47 acres had been set out in correspondence in 1994-95 however part of the discussions to take place at the District Council would include a proposal to re-negotiate the specification.

Clarification is also to be sought as to whether these kick about areas form part of the s106 playing fields and if so whether and when they will then be brought up to the required NPFA specification.

5 
The introduction of the possibility of an ice rink having a delaying effect on the provision of sports facilities required under the s106. 

Assurance is to be sought that the sport and recreation provision will not be delayed in any way whilst the proposed ice-rink is speculated. It is hoped that should a ice-rink planning application be submitted at anytime in the future this will be an enhancement to the agreed facilities and not at the expense of any agreed sports facilities agreed in the S106 Agreement.

10.1
Lack of visible fish in fishing lake. 

Although the inclusion of fish is not a planning requirement it was noted that that the lake had been stocked with approximately 1,000 fish and that David Chare had informed a resident member that the fish have nowhere to hide from predators and that some protective features are to be arranged.

6.
Planning including housing densities

Serious concern was expressed at any possibility of housing densities being increased in Cambourne. Ian Douglas reported that a new planning application is to be submitted in approximately two weeks which will show increased housing density in line with current Government policy.

It was also noted that any increase in density would also bring an increase in affordable housing units.

6.0.1
It was noted that the rate of dwellings being completed has been averaging approximately 17.8 per month since the beginning of the project. Initial MLC minutes indicated this should be approaching 27 per month. Ian Douglas commented that in his opinion this was due to the contributory factor of delays with consents that initially took 3/4 months now taking 11 months.

6.1
At the recent the Cambridgeshire Association of Local Councils (CALC) training session planning had been covered.

As the MLC currently meet every two months and to both respond to planning consultations within the District Council's time scales and to also address the concerns expressed by CALC as to current practice not being in line with Parish Council practice it was agreed that the MLC would like to move to a more formal additional monthly planning meeting to be held in the Ark. It was also agreed to ask the Consortium if it would be willing to cover the cost of these additional meetings.
Action: Clerk

7.
Community Centre

Ian Douglas reported that a revised draft had been sent to the District Council which had been re-drawn by them and returned. Ian Douglas was asked to send a copy of this to the Clerk.
Action: ID
8.
Allotments including

8.1
Completion date

It was planned that the allotments would be prepared by autumn 2003. Ted Pateman reported that the allotments group had met and decided that it would like a 50' x 50' area as a nursery bed. At the meeting it was noted that over 16 prospective tenants attended and that a further 9 had sent apologies. A letter drafted by the residents detailing concerns is to be forwarded to the Clerk.

9.
Recycling including 

9.1
Recycling credits

Taken earlier under matters arising.

11.
Publicity notices

The overall policy of taking down unauthorised notices was noted and Mr Chare had apologised to the residents for removing the Festival notices. However it was also noted that permission for all notices should be made formally to the Project Office and if granted removed promptly following the event.

12.
Farmers market

It was noted that Ian Douglas had approved a stall for the forthcoming Festival and he was thanked for kindly agreeing to arrange the levelling of a suitable site on the south side of the High Street so that a regular (2-3 weekly) stall could be held. It was agreed that Ted Pateman should let the Clerk know the preferred location so that this could then be passed to Ian Douglas.
Action TP & Clerk
10.
Recycling

Taken earlier.

13.
Car boot sales in Cambourne

It was agreed that in principle there should not be any objections to car boots sales to raise funds locally provided that all pitches are pre-booked by persons known to the organisers and that they take place behind the nursery school after formal permission from the Project Office has been obtained. 

14.
Correspondence

14.1
Invitation from Papworth Everard Parish Council to attend an informal meeting to discuss and share ideas on youth provision. Members are to let the Clerk know if they wish to attend.

14.2
Caxton Parish Council to South Cambridgeshire District Council urging the formation of a Parish Council for Cambourne. 

In accordance with the MLC constitution and the Local Government Rating Act it was agreed residents would be encouraged to support the MLC urge the District Council and Secretary of State to form a Parish Council for Cambourne without delay by arranging for a petition to be signed at the forthcoming Festival. Mrs Rowley-Spendlove's help with circulating the petition was gratefully accepted.
Action: Clerk
15.
Any other business

15.1
The recent CALC training had raised the question of insurance for the MLC. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Chris Taylor at the District Council asking advice.

Action: Clerk

15.2
It was agreed that a second CALC training session should be scheduled for the autumn.

Action: Clerk

15.3
Questions were asked regarding MLC membership including representation from both Groups 1 & 2.

15.4
Concern was expressed that the youth hangout area still had not been completed, as currently there was only the shelter and a swing frame. It was noted that children had reported to resident members that they didn't like the area because it was muddy.

15.5
It was noted that Bryant Homes were advertising new homes with satellite dishes.

15.6
Apologies were received from Ian Douglas for the next meeting.

15.7
Dates of the next meetings to be held at the Ark. Tuesday 24 September, Tuesday 19th November and Tuesday 21 January 2003 all at 7.15pm.

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 8.55pm .
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