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Minutes of the Annual Management Liaison Committee (MLC) Meeting

held at The Ark, Cambourne on Tuesday 19 November at 7.15pm

Present: 

Members:
Ian Douglas
Group A Representative

Roger Hume
Resident

Mike Jocelyn
Resident

Chris Lincoln
Resident

Ted Pateman
Group B Representative

Daphne Spink
Chairman
Group B Representative

Mark Wilders
Resident

In attendance: 

Gail Stoehr (Clerk), Councillor Mrs S Richmond (Chair to Bourn Parish Council) and eight members of the public.

Also present by special invitation: Ms Jane Thompson, South Cambridgeshire District Council's Community Development Officer.

Topic: Sports, recreation and community grants

Speaker: Ms Jane Thompson

The Chair welcomed Ms Thompson to the meeting. Ms Thompson explained the different sections within the department and the community development grants available to constituted groups, which includes the MLC. 

A summary of grant aid schemes was circulated (as appended 1). It was noted that these might change for the forthcoming financial year and that a glossy brochure giving details is currently in production. The importance of discussing a project with the relevant officer before a formal grant application was highlighted.

Grants for sports equipment and goals were discussed and .it was noted that an application for a grant for a 'structure' has to be made by either the landowner of the leaseholder. A suggestion for a grant for skateboarding or basketball facilities was raised and Ms Thompson explained that the District Council would not be keen to fund provision which eventually will be funded by the developer.

Not being a landowner or not yet a council it was agreed that the Chairman and Jane Thompson should check with Chris Taylor if the MLC could or should via a 'Licence' or a 'Lease' assume early responsibility and management of land or facilities 

1.
Apologies

Members: Peter Jarman and Teresa Lucey.

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting on 8 October

The minutes were approved to be signed as a true record of the meeting following one amendment under item 3.12 to read ' expressing the MLC's concerns'.
3.
Matters arising including 

3.1
(3.2) Trailer park progress and 

8. 
Trailer/caravan Storage park Research

Further to the last meeting Mr Jarman's report on his meeting with Mr Chare at the Project Office was considered. Concern was expressed at the apparent proposed change to the land allocation for the trailer park, the reduction in proposed size and also the possible intention to run the trailer park as a commercial venture. It was noted that Bovis was expected to put in a planning application in December/January.

A document by The Caravan Storage Site Owners Association 'A Guide to the Secure Storage of Touring Caravans for New and Existing Sites' dated November 2002(1) is to be circulated around members for information. Mr Douglas also offered to make available his Trailer Park research.

It was  suggested preferable that the whole area of the of land should be allocated at the start as one piece rather than as two because of running costs and security and that if it turns out in later years to be too large then that would be a matter for the future Parish Council to consider. Mr Douglas advised that the person who will be running the proposed site is happy with security. It was noted that the trailer and caravan park was a developer initiative and not a requirement of 'Planning'.
Concern was expressed at some documentation coming to the MLC's attention. A document titled 'Agreed Amendments to the Master Plan' dated 30 October 1996 was presented which showed that the trailer park was to be 1.62 acres and that an amendment to the S106 Agreement was required. Mr Douglas pointed out that 1.62 acres was simply the size (within the description "up to two acres") that was shown on the then Master Plan when the draft document being referred to was prepared. The validity of this document was challenged and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mr Chris Taylor, Legal Director at the District Council to clarify this.

Action: The Clerk
3.2
(3.3) Cycle paths

It was noted that the chicanes at the end of Monkfield Lane were still outstanding and Mr Douglas offered to look in to this.
Action: ID
3.3
(3.4) Streetlights

Mr Jarman's report confirmed that the responsibility for the spine road lighting i.e. Back Lane, Cambourne Road, School Lane and Jeavons was with the consortium and that the individual development roads were the responsibility of the individual developers. Mr Chare had offered to chase developers if action was not taken following a fault report by either the MLC or a resident.

The County Council had reported that it had done a full survey of all the streetlights in Cambourne and now that they had information of the developers in each area they would speak to them regarding any faulty or unconnected lights. It was noted that the County Council did not have any formal powers until the roads were adopted and that this depended on two things a) the adoption of the main through highway which had been delayed because its recent reinstatement and ongoing monitoring and b) all the lamp columns being connected and of an acceptable standard for adoption.

It was considered unsatisfactory that illumination in some areas was poor because of faulty lights and it was agreed that a letter be sent to the developer stating if street lighting repairs were not improved forthwith then the matter would be taken up with the Health and Safety Executive.
Action: The Clerk
3.4
(5) Shops

It was noted that this was still outstanding due to a legal hold up. Mr Douglas reported that he hoped this would be resolved by the end of the week.

Concern was expressed that the new surgery would not have its own pharmacy therefore a commercial pharmacy was needed. Mr Douglas reported that a site had been allocated next to the Joint Service Providers site and the Licence signed.

3.5
(3.6 & 15.1) School road signs and markings

Signage at the school had been agreed by the developer and was on order. It was agreed that Mr Douglas should inform the Clerk of any progress on their delivery and installation. 
Action: ID

It was noted that the County Council had agreed to speak to the developer about extended zigzag road markings and that this might be possible after the road had been resurfaced.

It was noted that the School had applied to County Council's 'Safer Routes to School Scheme' which aimed to educate parents and children and encourage walking to school.

An email from Mr Michael Oakman at Highways Division regarding the future adoption of the main spine roads once the monitoring period had been completed was noted and is to be circulated to all members.
Action: Clerk 

3.6
(3.7) Replacement of dead trees

Letters had been received confirming replacement during this planting season i.e. by the end of March 2003.

3.7
(3.8) Surfacing of pathway at the side of Monkfield Wood (Monkfield Lane to Jeavons)

It was reported that a new contractor had been appointed to carry out the works in January 2003.

3.8
(3.9) Site security and safety

A letter had been sent to the Health and Safety Executive and each developer.

It was noted that lorry parking in School Lane had improved however now Bryant workers were parking on the road causing much frustration and a giving rise to potential accident.

3.9
(3.10) Planning meetings

Funding was now in place to cover one planning meeting per calendar month. Meeting arrangements will need to be mutually agreed between members and the Clerk.

3.10
(3.11) Community Centre

Concern and disappointment was expressed at the delay to this application the trigger point being 1000 homes. It was agreed that Mr Lincoln as the MLC member should be kept fully involved in all stages and discussions and invited to any meetings held on the project. Mr Douglas agreed to arrange a meeting within the week to progress the Community Centre plans.

3.11
(3.12) Phasing of Sports facilities

Further to the points raised at the last meeting Mr Douglas said that an application had been submitted to the District Council which should attend to the concerns briefly as follows:

1.
The placing of the sports building - at the access to the site

2.
The location of the squash courts - incorporated in the main building

3.
Viewing areas - cannot be incorporated
4.
The phasing of the facilities - application in now so that the bulk of the application comes forward now not as phased

5.
Young residents' skateboard and basket ball hoop area - the details will be as a result of a pending youth consultation

6.
Relocation of the green area; the lack of driving range and the area labelled 'land use not determined' - the only loss will be the driving range

7.
The plans that the first area of playing fields would be the furthest away - the MLC requested a temporary path or a different approach to the area until the car park was completed to prevent trudging over mud

8.
Lack of changing facilities that would restrict competitive play - dealt with by the application

9.
Lack of details and the suggestion of piecemeal development - the application should deal with this

10.
Areas for example car parks, woodland and pond were now being included within the 45 acres of sports provision - now documented in correspondence dated August 1995 between the developers and South Cambridgeshire District Council which over-rides the S106 Agreement.

11.
The Eco Park kick about area - Mr Wilders reported that the Playing Fields Association had visited the site and verbally confirmed that the area was not suitable for kicking around a football and only as an amenity area. Concern was expressed that it did not appear that the District Council was monitoring the development in enough detail and the Chairman offered to discuss this with the planners.
Action: DS
12.
Great Cambourne meadow / kick about area near the tennis courts - as above.

Concern was expressed that an application was to be submitted to the District Council before it had been seen by the Design and Environment Group (DEG). It was agreed that the MLC would prefer the application for the ice rink to be submitted to the District Council separately from the sports and recreation application so that any discussions or hold ups with the ice rink did not delay the rest of the provision.

It was noted that funding was in place for the ice-rink via a donation from the University of Cambridge and that a site in or nearer Cambridge will need to be considered prior to it being locating in Cambourne.

3.12
(3.14) CALC training dates

CALC's new Secretary had suggested that MLC members join parish councillors at the training sessions being arranged for the New Year. Dates are to be forwarded to members so that they inform the Clerk of their preference.
Action: All & Clerk
3.13
(10) Uneven paths around Lower Cambourne playground

The Chairman reported that she had spoken to the District Council and they were unable to help. It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Mr Chare, the Project Director detailing the MLC's concerns that the design of the paths in this area i.e. contoured and uneven surface pose a potential hazard and is difficult for pushchairs and wheelchairs to use. 
Action: Clerk
3.14
(12) Canopy

Mr Jarman's report that the canopy was designed to have a five-year life and therefore was considered a temporary structure and if it is to be utilised it would have to be enhanced to deem it a permanent structure. It was noted that the structure might have been disregarded due to the time lapse from the original Cambourne Business Park offer to donate the structure. It was agreed that a letter be sent to Mr Chare asking him to find and pass the canopy it to the CRA as previously promised. Mr Douglas offered his support in this matter and in working with the CRA to find a suitable location for the canopy.

3.15
(14) Recycling areas

It was noted that the recycling area near the Surgery was to be a temporary measure and it was agreed now that there are recycling facilities at Morrisions the District Council should be asked to remove the recycling banks near the surgery.

The Clerk and the Chairman were asked to clarify who will receive the recycling credits for Cambourne.
Action: DS & Clerk
3.16
(15) Allotments and site clearance

It was reported that the site had now been cleared and the soil was expected.

3.17
(16.1) Royal Mail & postal addresses - reply from Chris Taylor, SCDC, Legal Director

Mr Taylor's letter to Royal Mail dated 1 November was considered. It suggested it would be pointless to bring in the electoral Reform Society to conduct a poll due to delay and expense and agreeing to suggest instead that the MLC encourages everyone to adopt the use of their respective area plus the overall name of Cambourne with the relevant post code e.g. Lower Cambourne, Cambourne, CB3 etc. It was agreed that this did not solve the matter and that a letter be sent to Mr Taylor asking him to continue to encourage Royal Mail Address Management Systems Manager to drop the name Cambourne and amend the data base showing the three separate villages as previously requested. 
Action: Clerk
3.18
(15.2) Mobile caterer

It was noted that 'Scotty' had now gone. 
3.19
(15.3) Night working

There had been no reports so this was taken as an improvement in the situation. It was noted that the resurfacing of School Lane would take place on two Saturdays. It was noted that residents who would be most affected would be notified.

3.20
Other

Nil.
4.
Development and Sales Update
Mr Douglas reported that
Houses legally completed - 758

Public House - another brewery is in line

Joint Services Providers Building - it was expected that the land contract would be finalised on 20 November with work commencing in spring 2003.

It was noted that the latest Monthly Sales Report received was dated 23 October and that the District Council was closely monitoring the percentage of low cost housing overall in the development.

5.
MLC funding - should the MLC open negotiations with Bourn and Caxton Parish Councils to try to collect some if not all of the Precepts they will collect from Cambourne in the 2003/2004 financial year

Mr Douglas reported that some areas would be ready for transfer of responsibility in the forthcoming year possibly by Licence and that if Licensed to the MLC they would need to cover the insurance and therefore required funding from either or both Caxton and Bourn Parish Councils. 

Councillor Mrs Richmond, Chairman to Bourn Parish Council and Mr Jim Hansford Clerk to Bourn Parish Council, who were both present, said that the Parish Council was sympathetic to the needs of parishioners and had always looked favourably on requests for funding support e.g. the Connexions youth bus. They invited requests for financial support to be put formally in writing at least a week before the next Parish Council meeting so that the request could be considered when the draft budget and Precept request was considered by the Council. 

The Clerk and the Chairman were asked to check the legalities regarding funding and the MLC accepting any responsibilities via a Licence or Lease.
Action: DS & the Clerk
6.
Litter
Complaints had been received regarding litter in Cambourne. Litter by the bus stop opposite Morrisions was considered a particular problem and it was agreed that a letter should be sent to Morrisions asking them if they would be willing to provide a litter bin a t the bus shelter.

7.
Size of notice board in Lower Cambourne
Disappointment was expressed that the notice board in Lower Cambourne was smaller than the one in Great Cambourne. Mr Douglas kindly offered to give consideration to a larger parish notice board and a relocation of the other to the Ark if Bourn Parish Council would agree to consider the planning application to enable a reduction in fees payable.
8.
Trailer/caravan Storage Park research
Taken earlier.
9.
S106 and Master Plan concerns
Taken earlier.

10.
Planning
The report showing details of all the planning applications and the responses was circulated and noted.(2)
11.
Allotments
Taken earlier under item 3.16.

12.
Recycling 

Taken earlier under 3.15.

13.
Correspondence

A request via Ms Lucey and the Ark for the Scouts to camp on the developer's land behind the Ark was considered. It was agreed that the Scouts should write with their request to the Project Office.

14.
Any other business

14.1
It was noted that School Lane was very muddy despite road sweeping. It was agreed that a letter be sent requesting more frequent sweeping and wheel washers to be installed on sites to alleviate the problem.

14.2
It was noted that the CRA had received complaints from residents of problems with Stagecoach services both passenger abuse and problems with bus delays or no shows. Full details are to be passed to Mr Douglas to take up with Stagecoach management.

14.3
It was noted that an application could be made to either Bourn or Caxton for free tree allocation via the County Council's scheme.

14.4
A representative from the Wildlife trust is to attend the next meeting as guest speaker.

14.5
The date of the next meeting was changed to 28 January 2003.

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 10.20pm .
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