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Minutes of the Annual Management Liaison Committee (MLC) Meeting

held at The Ark, Cambourne on Tuesday  27 May 2003at 7.15pm

Present: 

Members:
Ian Douglas
Group A Representative

Roger Hume
Resident

Mike Jocelyn
Resident

Chris Lincoln
Resident

Teresa Lucey
Resident

Dave McEwan-Cox
Resident

Ben Rickard
Resident

Daphne Spink
Chairman
Group B Representative

Mark Wilders
Resident

In attendance: Mr Nick Hammond, Director of the Wildlife Trust, Mrs Gail Stoehr (Clerk) and seven members of the public 

Topic: Future Planning Through Structure Plans and Local Plans

Speaker: Mr Nick Hammond - Director of the Wildlife Trust

The Chairman welcomed Mr Hammond to the meeting.

Mr Hammond explained that The Wildlife Trust, which has offices in Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Peterborough and Northamptonshire is expected to open its offices in The Manor House by 1st April 2004. It will be responsible for taking on areas of the S106 Agreement relating to the ecologically important areas in Cambourne. This is to include the woodland areas, green lanes and lakes, although the responsibility for the water will also rest with Anglian Water.

A Wildlife Manager position is to be created and an existing member of staff has already been selected for the position. He will be assisted by a Community Officer.

The Manor House, which will have approximately 30 plus staff plus volunteers, is expected to also have a resources centre and a meeting room suitable for up to sixty people. The room will be open for community use, however instead of a formal charging structure donations to the Trust will be welcomed.

It is planned that the staff will use environmentally friendly vehicles such as cycles and electrically powered vehicles that will be charged via the solar panels on the roof of the Manor House.

Works with the community will include work with children, for example a wildlife watch, walks and the running of ecology groups.

Swift nesting boxes are to be installed on the Manor House's chimneys, which are non functioning, purely decorative features, to encourage a bird uncommon to the area. Sheep are to be introduced to the grassland to keep the grass under control and will be kept in the area by an electric fence.

A rough summary of the questions from the members and the public to Mr Hammond included:

Q.
What conditions are there on the ownership of the land to ensure that it can not be developed in the future?

A.
The conveyance of the land will include restrictive covenants.

Q.
What is the primary consideration and use for the lakes?

A.
As balancing lakes.

Q.
Who takes the decisions on whether the lakes require de-silting?

A.
Once transferred that decision rests with the Wildlife trust who will use consulting engineers.

Q.
How will all the additional housing impact on the area?

A.
The homes and gardens has increased the bio-diversity of the area bringing more wildlife than previously present on an arable field.

Q.
Recently there has been damage in the Eco Park for example damage to bat boxes and badger sets. How will the Wildlife Trust deal with this?

A.
In the fist instance the Trust would seek to identify and talk to with the person or persons concerned.

Q.
Once the land is transferred to the Wildlife Trust who checks that the clauses in the contract are being undertaken?

A.
The District Council, the Developers and English Nature as an arbitratorary body. An Ecological Management Plan has been drawn up by Ecological Services Ltd (ESL). The MLC asked to see a copy of this document and Mr Douglas said he would discuss this with Mr Chare.

Q.
Councillor Mrs Sue Richmond, Chairman of Bourn Parish Council asked various questions relating to the capacity and management of the lakes and sought assurance that there would be no future flooding of Bourn.

There were no further questions and the Chairman thanked Mr Hammond for attending.

1.
Elections
1.1
Chairman
On a proposition by Chris Lincoln, seconded by Mike Jocelyn, Daphne Spink was re-elected Chairman.

1.2
Vice Chairman
On a proposition by Mike Jocelyn, seconded by Mark Wilders, Roger Hume was elected Vice-Chairman.

2.
Apologies for absence
Nil.

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting on 1 April
The minutes were approved to be signed as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

4.
Matters arising 
4.1
Farmers Market plan and potential shop tenant or trades information as promised
Ian Douglas reported that because areas 2,3 and 4 have to be built at the same time and in order to keep Morrisons' car park open the High Street would have to be closed for a period of time. 

It was agreed that Teresa Lucey should contact David Chare to select another site. As a plan showing the previously agreed site had still not been received the Clerk was asked to contact Mr Chare again. 
Action: TL and the Clerk
4.2
Other
Nil.

5.
Development and Sales Update
Ian Douglas reported that 928 homes are now occupied and that although expected the Cambourne Enhanced decision notice had not as yet been received.

6.
Preparation for transfer to parish council
In response to Chris Taylor's letter asking the MLC to make a suggestion for the P1 funding it was agreed that the Chairman would get a list from Chris Taylor of the areas that would become the responsibility of the MLC/future parish council and that this should be an agenda item again for the next meeting.
Action: DS
7.
Low cost home ownership- allocations' policy and re-sale management
It was noted that this matter had now been resolved at the Service Providers Liaison Group.
8.
Sport and recreation 

A report from Mark Wilder's(appended 1 to these minutes) on the recent meeting with Jane Lampshire, Sports Development Officer at the District Council and Russell Dole, Cricket Development Officer attended by Ben Rickard and Mike Jocelyn was received and considered.

Mr Chare's letter stating that Mark Wilders had already received a copy of the sports acreage layout was considered. It was agreed that so that there could be no doubt as to which plan was the latest Mr Chare should be asked again for a plan which should include the actual acreage figures.
Action: the Clerk
The next two items were taken together.

8.1 
LC Cricket ground status
8.2
Issue re: hand over and acceptance criteria by SCDC and thence the new Parish Council

Ian Douglas raised the issue of which body was going to receive transfer of the land prior to the parish council being formed and as to whether the MLC could accept this under licence thus taking over the management and the insurance responsibilities or if it should go in the interim period to the District Council.

It was agreed that the Chairman should set up a meeting with Chris Taylor to try to resolve this. Ian Douglas and Mark Wilders are also to attend if possible.
Action: DS, ID, MW
8.3
Pavilion – positioning and time scale
Concern was expressed at the proposed position of the new pavilion on the opposite side of the road from the sports fields. Although the plans have yet to come before the Planning Committee it was agreed that a letter be sent by the Clerk to request a copy of the risk assessment for the pavilion
Action the Clerk

8.4
Status of sacrificial sports pitches
 Mr Douglas reported that the Consortium were delayed in seeding the sacrificial playing field due to the ground being too dry to sow the grass seed.

8.5
Multi use sports area – floodlighting operation – extra trunking for CCTV etc.
Ian Douglas assured the meeting that there would be trunking space available to take future CCTV cabling.

The different types of surfacing were discussed and it was noted that Jane Lampshire had recommended  half astroturf and two all weather courts. It was agreed that a letter be sent to the District Council stating that the MLC was in agreement with the District Council's choice of surfacing and urging the developer to progress the matter without further delay.
Action: the Clerk
8.6
Shipping container for the temporary secure storage of equipment
So that nets and other sporting equipment could be temporarily stored it was agreed that a letter be sent to the developer asking if they would kindly provide a container on site for this purpose.
Action: the Clerk
8.7
Sports Centre planning progress
Jane Lampshire had offered to look into the sanctions should the trigger point of 1,000 dwellings be missed.
Action: the Clerk

8.8
A proposal to set up a Cambourne Sports Coordination Committee
The written proposal from Ben Rickard and Mark Wilders(2) for a co-ordinating committee was received and considered.

On a proposition by Mike Jocelyn, seconded by Mark Wilders it was agreed that Ben Rickard should be chairman.

On a proposition by Ben Rickard, seconded by Mike Jocelyn that Mark Wilders be elected as Secretary to the Committee and Mrs Claire Griffiths of 137 School Lane be appointed Treasurer.

Clarification was sought as to the Committee's status with regard to its future finances and accounting requirements. It was agreed that now the committee had been initially set up it would operate separately from the MLC.

9
Concern over traffic lights on slip road of A428 new dual section
Concern was expressed traffic lights at the top of the slip road on the exit from St Neots adjacent to the roundabout. In particular that the lights showed green when no one was using the crossing thus causing confusion as to priority on the roundabout. It was agreed that a letter be sent stating that these should not be on until activated by a horse rider wishing to cross the road, then ideally there should be a long amber followed by a red light.
Action: the Clerk

10.
Security issues, protection of wildlife and litter at Eco Park
Partly taken earlier. Dave McEwan-Cox reported that he had met with a representative from ESL following vandalism in the Eco Park which included damage to trees; in all amounting to an estimated tens of thousands of pounds. The matter had been reported to the police both by Dave McEwan-Cox and David Chare however it was agreed that the MLC should also write to the Police.
Action: the Clerk

Chris Lincoln suggested that in order to try and educate the youths a representative from ESL and Rob Mungovan, Ecology Officer at the District Council should be invite to attend a youth club meeting.
Action: CL

11.
Concern over lack of footpath and safe crossing point on Caxton southern bypass
Concerns relating to the proposed bypass were raised and it was noted that the Planning Committee would be including these in its response on the bypass planning consultation.

12.
Developer tree planting issues
Although Bovis had replied last year to the MLC's concerns regarding replacement planting. Nothing as yet had been heard form the other developers. It was agreed that another letter be sent asking the developers for details of the replacement plantings.
Action: the Clerk.

13.
Grass verge cutting frequency
It was noted that certain development areas had not as yet cut the verges and open area. It was agreed that Roger Hume should provide concise details to Ian Douglas before Thursday afternoon so that Mr Douglas could take this matter up with the site managers.

14.
CRA
In response to the correspondence received from the Chairman of the CRA asking to open formal communication channels with the MLC this item had been placed on the agenda. However nothing had been received so the matter was not discussed.

15.
Reports from MLC representatives
Dave McEwan-Cox reported that he had not heard from the residents' allotments group with regard to setting up a meeting to discuss the needs/wants of the allotments society.

16.
Correspondence including
16.1
Public art in Cambourne 

In response to the invitation from Wysing Arts to nominate a representative to serve on the selection panel for the artist who will be commissioned to create the three village markers for Cambourne Mike Jocelyn was elected as the MLC representative.

16.2
Other
Parish Planning packs had been received from the District Council and had already been circulated to members the Planning Committee.

17.
Any other business 
17.1
The Clerk apologised for not having convened the planning meeting for this evening and a new date of 2 June was arranged.

17.2
It was noted that street lighting was still a problem and the same lights still at fault.

17.3
A section of he road between Morrisons and the school had been dug up.

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 9.50pm .
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