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Minutes of the Management Liaison Committee (MLC) Meeting

held at Monkfield Park School, Cambourne on Tuesday 27 January at 7.15pm

Present: 

Members:
Roger Hume
Resident

Dave McEwan-Cox
Resident

Teresa Lucey
Resident

Damian Seddon
Group A Representative

Daphne Spink
Chairman
Group B Representative

In attendance: Cllr Mrs D Roberts, Ms Susannah Harris, Ms Kate Wood, Patrick Adams (all SCDC) Mrs Gail Stoehr (Clerk) and nine members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs Roberts to the meeting. She also welcomed Mr Seddon to his first meeting. It was noted that a letter had been received appointing Mr Seddon as the Group A Representative from this meeting onwards in place of Mr Ian Douglas. On a proposition by the Chairman, seconded by Mr McEwan-Cox it was resolved that the constitution should be changed to reflect this. 

1.
Apologies for absence

It was noted that the other resident members not present this evening had notified the Clerk that they would not be attending.

2.
To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 21 October 2003 and the meeting on 15 July

On a proposition by Mr McEwan-Cox, seconded by Mr Hume the minutes of both meetings were approved as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

3.
To consider matters arising and/or carried forward 
None.

(4.)
Presentation of Community petition
It was noted that it was available should anyone wish to see it but that it was not being presented formally.

(5.)
Trigger point obligations not met
Kate Wood reported that she had been asked by the District Council to report monthly on any progress or problems and that presently all actions promised by the developers seemed to be on target. The last report to the Development Control Committee on 7 January was noted.

It was also noted that the allotments application which should have been submitted by January did not have enough information and therefore was delayed. A letter had been sent by the Planning Office to Mr Chare notifying him of all outstanding conditions still to be addressed.
(6.1)
Development and Sales Update
The latest monthly housing report dated 31 December  - total 1254  (legal completions 1175)(1)
(6.2)
Community Centre(2)
Mr Jocelyn’s report was received in his absence. It was noted that £13,500 had been raised by the committee to date although there was no breakdown. of this figure it was reported that £8,500 had been raised via the Cambourne Crier and some funds had come from both Bourn and Caxton Parish Councils. Ms Susannah Harris explained that she was helping the committee with grant applications.

The MLC expressed its thanks to Mr Jocelyn for all his efforts.

At this point in the meeting the Chairman introduced Cllr Mrs Deborah Roberts, Portfolio Holder for Community Development.

Cllr Mrs Roberts explained that:

· SCDC had 101 villages to support, 102 if Northstowe was included.

· The concept for Cambourne based on past experience learned from Bar Hill was to ‘build a community’.

· Susannah Harris was the named officer who for the last three years had been allocated, time, wise to supporting Cambourne 100%.

· It was important the Cambourne residents began to take n more decisions and responsibilities in the future therefore officer time was gradually decreasing.

· Jane Lampshire, Sports Development Officer was supporting the Sports Association.

· Other assistance from SCDC had been via grants such as that for the festival.

· Populations over 1000 do not qualify for some funding.

· SCDC is very committed Cambourne both in officer resources and member’s time and efforts.

· Applications for funding should be for capital projects not revenue these could include items such as:

- Disabled facilities

- Cricket and tennis coaching

- Sports and youth equipment

- Bowling greens

- Support for talented gifted individuals

· Support from SCDC could be either officer time or knowledge or money

· Training and support had been recently provided  - Funding Tool Kit Workshop

· Community Safety Officers, Tara Edwards (now on maternity leave) and Nicole Morton to discuss projects relating to community safety, youth projects and vandalism problems.

· Support covered all ages including pantomime outings for the retired in sheltered housing schemes

It was noted that community driven projects already underway included the Cambourne Lunch Club and the ‘Chat, Crosswords and Company’ group arranged by Peter Wood.

(6.3)
Sport and recreation including Cambourne Sports Coordination Committee(3)
Mr Rickard’s report was received in his absence.

(6.4)
Skateboard project
It was noted that Mr Lincoln although the named MLC representative for this had not been invited to the recent meeting and therefore had been unable to provide a report to the meeting.

Ms Wood reported that she and Mr Hume had attended the meeting which had been very well attended by the youth. Manufacturers had been present to present their designs and a model was going to be put together and presented to Randall Thorpe.

The draft design was open for consultation and the application should be ready for planning consideration in February with an aim to start installation in April. The aim was to make the facility challenging to all ages and to attain a sense of ownership by the youth so that they would respect the facility, which would cost an estimated £45,000 or £50,000.

It was noted that it was the MLC Planning Committee’s view that the facility should be turned 90o to prevent encroachment.

(6.5)
Planning
Mr Hume reported on the recent consideration by the MLC Planning Committee of the W2 shops which were the first to be built. This scheme also included flats and may be caught by the SCDC embargo. How the District responded to the application would be a test of the embargo. It was noted that although the community wanted the shops the flats aspect had led the Committee to recommend refusal.

MR Hume also reported that the density of the recent social housing applications had also been of concern to the Committee. It was noted that of the proposed 3,300 homes 900 must be affordable, including up to 650 dwellings to be social housing. Ms Wood assured the MLC that these would be spread thorough all three villages.

Changes in planning thinking were noted the old ‘housing estate designs’ were not now supported by the planning officers and that ‘urban design’ and new ways of working which were design-led were now supported. This included contrasts across the development with Broad Street, central area being of the highest density of 60 per ha with lower density at the perimeter. 

It was also noted that the SCDC stance was that the Master Plan takes precedence over central Government directive i.e for 3,300 homes maximum.

(6.6)
Allotments report
Mr McEwan-Cox reported that the allotments were still on target for October and that a committee had been formed and fundraising for the allotment’s building had started.

(7.)
Wheeled bins
It was noted that:

· Plastics recycling was due to start in the autumn

· Apologies had been received from Cleanaway for recent problems with collections and they had offered to come out to the village to speak about their service.

· The yellow nappy sack collection was thought to have already started.

· Plastic lined fruit juice containers should not be placed in the green bin

· The requirement for access/storage for wheeled bins had been included in the next draft of the local plan.

· Although currently a weekly collection in the City they were now proposing a move to a fortnightly collection.

(8.)
Children playing signs
It was noted that additional signage was being provided as part of the Safer Routes to School Scheme.

Ms Harris reported that Mr Chare was keeping to the Design Guide and that there was some disagreement with the County Council about a zebra crossing. It was noted that the developers had offered to provide additional signage if it did not prejudice the highway adoption and that the County Council would make up the signs at no cost for installation next terms. It was agreed that a letter be sent reminding them of this.

4.
Items at the request of members 

4.1
To note recent vandalism (including egg throwing)

It was noted that eggs which had been left outside homes in the village for marketing purposes had been thrown at homes. Residents were urged to complain to the company.

Concern was expressed at the amount of graffiti and broken glass in bus shelters and at the lack of both police presence and action. It was agreed to invite Inspector Howell to attend the next meeting. It was noted that SCDC were paying for three PCSOs which could be used in the district where there were particular problems identified.
4.2
Request for life saving equipment around the unnamed lake in the proposed golf course area(5)
It was noted that the CRA had already reported the absence of lifesaving equipment and recreational seats etc for this area to the Project Office and SCDC.

The developers are currently responsible for the lake it was agreed a letter should be sent to the developers reminding them of the safety issue and the need for seats.

The lakes will eventually be the responsibility of the wildlife trust who apparently have a policy in other areas under their control, not to have safety equipment as they have to ensure it is in good condition, they usually just post notices pointing out the dangers.

It was agreed that a letter should also be sent to Mr Hammond at the Wildlife Trust to find out what his intentions were and what the legal implications are.

4.3
Street lights not working
It was noted that the situation with faulty streetlights had not improved. Mr Seddon reported that Bovis Homes employed a contractor to check on the lights periodically. It was noted that some lights on the spine roads did not have numbers and that two lighting columns were very close together in School Lane and that one should be removed. It was also noted that the Section 38 Agreement showed where all the columns should be. Mr Seddon kindly agreed to look into the street lighting problems and to report back to the meeting via the Clerk.

4.4
Planting in the developers’ areas, Country Park, Local areas for play and The Meadow

Concern was once again expressed at the landscaping areas and the poor standard of plantings. It was noted that the failure rate was approximately 16-20%. It was agreed that the Parish Council should not accept transfer of these areas until up to standard and that the Woodland Trust should only do likewise.

It was alleged that the Woodland Trust transfer of areas was conditional on it not commenting on any future planning application or associated development matter. It was agreed that this needed clarifying and that a letter should be sent to both Mr Hammond and the SCDC Legal Department asking for clarification and for a copy of this agreement.

4.5
Complaints about the rubbish collections
Taken earlier.

4.6
The Precept for the new Parish of Cambourne
Mr Hume reported on the preparation of the budget(5) for the new parish council and the request to SCDC for an appropriate Precept for Cambourne. Concern was expressed that the District Council would cap the Precept at the same rate as Bourn and that this was considered inadequate for the needs of a new parish.

Mr Seddon was asked to find out details of the current maintenance provision, both cost and specification so that the new Parish Council may be prepared.

4.7
Parking at junctions
New problem sites were identified as at the junction of Jeavons Lane and High Street in particular near the Circle 33 Housing site. It was agreed that Kevin Crane be asked to look into this. Mr Fall, CRA Chairman kindly offered also to take this matter up.

4.8
Cambourne maintenance charge
It was agreed that residents affected by this maintenance charge imposed in Orchard Way and other areas should take the matter up after the meeting with Mr Seddon who would look into the matter and report to the next MLC meeting.

4.9
Broadband
It was reported that copper wiring was being laid up the bypass from Caxton to Cambourne. It was noted that SCDC was supporting villages gain broadband and agreed that a letter should be sent to SCDC to find out the details.

5.
Correspondence
5.1
SCDC – Maintenance of Public Open Spaces(6)
A letter from Patrick Adams (present) was considered. It was agreed that the MLC had no comments to make.

5.2
Chris Taylor – Warding arrangements for Cambourne(7). Noted.

5.3
CCC – Guided bus leaflets(8). Circulated.

6.
Any other business including date of next meetings
6.1
It was noted that the notice boards both in Lower Cambourne and also in Great Cambourne still had not been modified to make it safe and agreed that another letter should be sent to Mr Chare.

6.2
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 16 March 2004. The venue is to be notified when arranged.

There was no further business and the meeting was declared closed at 9.40pm
Signed




Chairman        



 Date
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