Planning Policy Monthly Update (January 2012)

We bring you this monthly update to: 

· Highlight where we would like your involvement in future plan making in South Cambridgeshire and show the progress of past consultations; and

· Bring to your notice news items relevant to planning at national, county and local levels.

Text in red highlights the latest opportunities for you to become involved in plan making and the latest updates on news items.  

The update is available to view on our website: http://www.scambs.gov.uk/Environment/Planning/DistrictPlanning/monthlyupdate.htm
South Cambridgeshire News 

Local Development Scheme   

The latest Local Development Scheme Timetable is available on our website and sets out the timetables for preparation of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan and the Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document (DPD).  This timetable now needs revising and a report will be considered by the Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder  at his meeting on 25 January 2012.  The Portfolio Holder report will be available to view a week before the meeting at http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=970&MId=5674&Ver=4 The Local Development Framework pages of the website will be updated following the meeting.  

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan

The Scheme sets out the timetable for a review of three key Local Development Framework (LDF) documents. This will take the form of a single plan called the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan, and will incorporate a review of the Core Strategy, Site Specific Policies and the Development Control Policies DPDs.  The first stage will be consultation on Issues and Options in summer 2012. 

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 

The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment is part of the evidence base for the new South Cambridgeshire Local Plan and is a technical assessment to identify sites that are potentially suitable for housing development.  

To help identify sites for assessment, a Call for Sites was undertaken, which was an opportunity for anyone (e.g. landowners, developers, parish councils) to put forward land that they would like to be considered for housing development. All sites that have been registered for further assessment are available to view on the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment page of our website, either as a list or using an interactive map. The list was first published on 28 September 2011, and the final update was published on 3 January 2012. The SHLAA report, which will include all the site assessments, will be published in Summer 2012 as part of the Issues & Options Consultation on the Local Plan. 

More information can be found on the on the Local Development Framework web page. 
Cambridgeshire News

Please note that we can only be responsible for our own programmes. Information from other organisations is the latest and most up to date given to us.

Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework 

Inspector’s Report on the Minerals and Waste Site Specific Proposals Plan DPD

Cambridgeshire County and Peterborough City Councils received the Inspector's final report on the Site Specific Proposals Plan DPD in October 2011.  

A report was taken to Cambridgeshire County Council’s Cabinet meeting on 13 December 2011. This report highlighted the changes that have been made to the Submission version of the Site Specific Proposals Plan DPD as a result of the Inspector’s report.  It was agreed at this meeting that the full Council would adopt the revised Site Specific Proposals Plan DPD at their meeting on 21 February 2012.  

Waste Management Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

This draft SPD for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough provides guidance in relation to the design of waste management facilities as part of residential and commercial developments and the requirements for expanded and /or additional household waste management infrastructure. A six-week consultation on this draft finished on 17 October 2011.  

Changes to the SPD were agreed at Cambridgeshire County Council’s Development Control Committee on 8 December 2011 following consideration of all the comments received during the October consultation.  The County will be adopting the amended SPD in February alongside the Site Specific Proposals Plan DPD. The revised version of the SPD forms Appendix B of the County Council’s report to the Development Control Committee.  

South Cambs had raised concerns about how easy the guide would be to use and how clearly it set out what contributions would be required by developers. Revisions to the SPD now address many of these concerns.  The revised SPD  
National News

A14 Challenge - a consultation 

The Department for Transport has announced a consultation on the A14.  The A14 Challenge is to come up with ideas that are deliverable and can be worked and shaped into comparable options and so to the best solution overall to improve the travel conditions on the A14.

South Cambridgeshire District Council will be working with our colleagues at the County Council to submit a joint response.

The deadline for sending in ideas is 31 January 2012.
Localism Act 

Following agreement by both Houses of Parliament on the text of the Localism Bill this Bill received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011. The Bill is now an Act of Parliament.

The plain English guide produced by the Department of Communities and Local Government on the Bill has now been updated to reflect the contents of the Act. This plain English guide on the Localism Act is on the DCLG website. 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 

The Government has published a consultation on neighbourhood planning regulations.  The consultation seeks views on proposed new regulations governing the process for establishing neighbourhood areas and forums, the requirements of Community Right to Build organisations, and the preparation of neighbourhood development plans and neighbourhood development orders, and Community Right to Build Orders.  It is anticipated by DCLG in their  Business Plan  that April 2012 will be when neighbourhood planning can begin.

Comments should be sent to the Government by 5 January 2012. 

